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December Meetings 
Executive Board 

Saturday 
December 19, 2020 
@9:30am via Zoom 

General Membership 
Sunday 

December 20, 2020 
@ 9:30am via Zoom 

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

8AM to 12N 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

CLOSED 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

8AM to 12N 
 

NEW YEARS DAY 
 

CLOSED 

 
Hau’oli Makahiki Hou, 

IATSE 665! 

 

 

DECEMBER 2020 

Mele Kalikimaka to our 665 ‘Ohana – 

Mahalo to the members who have contributed to the strength of our local – 
past, present and our future members, too. Because of them, we were able to 
face this year with courage and conquer our fears. I want to thank the 
Executive Board, the Trustees, the experts who guide us, the Hawai’i AFL-CIO 
and the International for supporting us this year. Let us focus on our 
blessings and cherish each other and our loved ones in the New Year. 

    With Aloha, Irish Barber ~ Business Rep. 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Greetings all, 

 

It’s hard to believe that our election was held only a year ago. So much has changed in these few months 
that it feels like it has been decades since December 2019. In that short amount of time, our whole world has 
changed. We have all endured the same storm in different boats across the fleet. And it seems like, at long last, we 
have the chance to turn the corner. After all this darkness, the first twinkling of light is on the horizon. 

 

Vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna have been developed at a pace that our world has never seen before. 
Test results have shown them to be between 94-95% effective. Clinical trials will continue to evaluate the tens of 
thousands of study participants. As it stands, the FDA has issued Emergency Use Authorization for the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine is people age 16 years and older. Immunization for younger children is still in 
process (visit https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-takes-key-action-fight-against-covid-19-
issuing-emergency-use-authorization-first-covid-19 for more details). For us to turn the corner on this pandemic, 
and to achieve herd immunity, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci has recommended that 85% of the US population 
must be vaccinated. When it becomes available, get vaccinated. While you wait, get a flu shot. And until then, wear 
a mask at all times that you are outside of your home. We can beat this thing. But it’s going to take all of us. 

 

For the folks that are back on set, make sure you complete your “COVID-19 Prevention Training” before 
Dec 24th. This is NOT the same as the “ COVID-19: RECOMMENDED GUIDELINES FOR PREVENTING 
EXPOSURE IN THE WORKPLACE” offered through “Safety First!”. If you have not yet applied for access to the 
training, use the search bar in your inbox to search for an email sent on 10/22/2020 with the subject line 
“REQUIRED NEW IATSE COVID-19 TTF Course”, click the link, and fill out the form. If you have applied, but have 
yet to receive a PIN needed to access the CSATF portal, visit iatsetrainingtrust.org/c19 and click “Contact Us” or 
reach out directly at safety@iatsetrainingtrust.org 

 

No matter what holiday you celebrate, the Winter Solstice is upon us. For those of us in the Northern 
Hemisphere, Monday, December 21st, 2020 will be the longest night of our year. Religions the world over 
celebrate the triumph of light over the great darkness. The Long Night will soon be at an end. Brighter days are on 
the horizon. And one day, we’ll be able to gather again with renewed vigor. Until then, stay the course and make 
prudent choices when celebrating this holiday season. Stay safe and Happy Holidays. 

 

In Solidarity, 

Tuia’ana Scanlan  
President, IATSE 665 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, TUIA’ANA SCANLAN 
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Full Stream Ahead?  

It has been over a year since I have worked on production, and lately I have been missing the ability to 
eavesdrop on above-the-line industry conversations. At the moment I am intensely curious what they are saying 
about the latest move by Warner Brothers to cut revenue for struggling theaters by simultaneously releasing all 
their 2021 films on HBO Max. Maybe there is a hidden factor but it does not seem like a smart gamble to me. 
How is streaming supposed to replace the box office take when the product can be instantly pirated in high 
quality? If things don’t work out how will they put the genie back in the bottle if many of the remaining theaters 
are forced to close? The industry was already struggling before, but according to a lot of independent critics that 
was more of a content issue. If customers are not happy with the product then a change in delivery methods 
seems like it has more potential to compound those problems rather than fix them. 

As technicians there is little we can control beyond maintaining professional standards and sticking to our guns 
when it comes to negotiating our contracts in an era of shrinking budgets, but IATSE 665 is a “mixed local” 
which means we have other options. New investors are always given the classic advice to diversify their 
portfolio, and even though the much-hyped dark winter is upon us there are signs that Stage and Conventions 
could come back a lot sooner than we expect. Right now Hawaii is experiencing an influx of tech workers who 
are fleeing decaying and increasingly dangerous cities like Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle and New York. 
While it is too early to say, we might be about to experience a mini tech boom especially now that people like 
Larry Ellison are becoming permanent residents. 

That would also mean rising costs of living due to gentrification on top of the tax hikes that are expected this 
next legislative session. This is the sort of scenario where solid collective bargaining skills can make all the 
difference in the world for currently unrepresented industry workers who are barely hanging on, while giving 
our members alternative income streams to ride out the lean times should they reappear sooner than we expect. 
At the moment we have some light at the tunnel with Production picking up this spring, and the recent 
investment in our local media infrastructure by Bryan Spicer is very encouraging news especially for local 
creative talent. We should not, however, use these positive developments as a justification for becoming 
complacent and missing a once-in-a-generation opportunity to take back some of the hard fought local victories 
that have been slowly slipping away from us. 

2020 was a rough year (and still is) but the lessons have been invaluable. We had to learn to break old habits 
and work together in new ways, and I believe because of these trials we are now prepared to move forward and 
embrace opportunity in a manner that was not possible before the crisis. Thanks to everyone for proving yet 
again that our whole is much greater than the sum of our parts.  

May we all have a blessed holiday season and a productive New Year, 

Jacob Holcomb  
 

 

Your 
Y o u r   v I e w 
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NEWS & VIEWS SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Local 665 News & Views accepts submissions in person, mail, or e-mail (preferred). 
All submissions are subject to review and approval. 

Submissions should be checked for accuracy and spelling. Local 665 News & Views takes no responsibility for errors 
in submitted content. 

All persons in submitted photographs must be named to be eligible for publication. 

Submissions are subject to revision and editing. 

Local 665 News & Views does not guarantee submissions will be printed. 
 

   NEXT DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS:  January 10, 2021   

E-mail: secretary - treasurer@iatse665.org 

Subject: NEWS & VIEWS Submissions 

Mail
 

NEWS & VIEWS 
Submissions 
IATSE Local 665 
501 Sumner Street, #605 

   

Questions?  Comments? 
Call... (808) 596-0227 
 
Editor- in-Chief .......... Robin Kekuewa Wong 
Assistant to Editor..... Kim Tripp/Tania Kahale 

mailto:treasurer@iatse665.org
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